arns |

:Ir’r

The verbs must, can, could, may, might, will, would, shall, should and ought are modal auxiliary verbs. They
express certainty, possibility, obligation, necessity, lack of necessity, etc.

The main characteristics of modal verbs are the following:
¢ they do not take an -s, -ing or -ed suffix. e.g. He can cook. (NOT: He-cans-coek)

¢ they form questions, negations and short answers without the auxiliary verb ‘do’.

e.g. May | go now? (NOT.: Be-{may-go-row?)
They shouldn’t make any noise. (NOT: Fhey-dent-should-make-any-neise.)

¢ they are followed by a bare infinitive except for ought which is followed by a to - infinitive.
e.g. You must fasten your seat-bell. (NOT: You-musttofastonyourseat-bell.)

¢ they do not form all tenses. They usually have present or past tense.
e.g. He can play water polo. (present tense) He could ski when he was young. (past tense)

II.l' o | . ¥ Clare has g‘ﬂ't a cold. She has gone fo the doc:
h LUS FS l"l. ave 1 tor's. Look at the prompts and say whal
(ellicetion - necessity ~covice) =" the doctor advises her (not) to do.

(s S _‘._f'

o - * stay in bed 2
You must stay in bea.

et |

* o to the office
for three days

-".
* take some medicine !

e drink a lot of water

* eat any l 2z REAW I
ice-cream :
——
e
* take your temperature
twice a day e e m e PeE P
w

* call me if you have a high

& Must and have to express obligation and necessity. temperature
e.g. You must come home early.
| have to be at the office at nine o'clock.

Look at the prompts given. In pairs,

& Must can only be used in the present tense. We use ask and answer questions, as in the
have to to form all the other tenses. example.

e.g. I'll have to work late tomorrow. SA: Why did he go to the supermarket yesterday?
He had to leave early yesterday. (NOT: He-must SB: Because he had to do some s hopping.
;QQ-UG—EW = - |

’J 1 he/ go to the supermarket / do some shopping
¢ We also use must to give advice. 2 she/ go to the post office / post some letters

e.g. You must talk to your brother about it. 3 they / call the babysitter / attend a meeting
You mustn’t be late for school, 4 he / call a taxi / go to the airport

5 she /buy a dictionary / translate a novel
6 they / go to a restaurant / entertain some clients



Fill in the gaps with don't/doesn’t have to,
didn't have to or won't have to.

1 Tomorrow is Saturday, so | ..
school.

2 I've already finished my project, so | ...ccccooeernneeee.
do it in the holidays.

3 We bought a takeaway pizza last night, so we ......

: .. cook dinner.

4 Tﬂrn and Mary haure got a washing-machine, so
WOV irisiviinssvisnisrsarsnias .. go to the laundrette.

& Steve passed his driving test, sohe .....cccoeeeeeeene..
take it again.

6 Sally is very rich, so she .. ST
7 They bought tickets in aﬂvance S0 they
= . wait in the queue.

8 Jane 5 rm:-ther wakes her up, so she .
use an alarm clock.

9 | have already read the book, SO | ...
read it again.

10 Sam never makes amess, SOhe ........ccccevvmrvviivenenn.
tidy his room very often.

won't have to... go to

. Work.

Nusin't - Nccdu"i-
(prehibition ~ lodk of heces '!.'i;}}

N

: ‘fu neﬂ't iron
the shirt. I'll do it.

You mustn't be fare
_ again, Miss Jones.

¢ Must not/Musin't (you aren't allowed to/it is against
the rules) expresses prohibition.
e.g. You mustn't park here. (It is against the rules.)

¢ Needn't (it isn't necessary) expresses lack of
necessity. We can use don't/doesn't have to
instead of needn’t with no difference in meaning.
e.g. You needn’t/don’t have to buy me a gift.
(It isn't necessary for you to buy me a gift.)

Modal ¥ ‘b\

Fill in the gaps with musin't or needn’t/
don't have to.

()

1 A:You ..mustn't.. do that again! It was very
naughty!
B: I'm sorry.
2 A: Shall | put some petrol in the car?
B: No, you ...............ececueeeeee.. . | did it this morning.
B A YOU i seeeeeeeennenee. D@ 81 tONight.
B: | won't. I'll be home early.
4 A: Shall | give you a lift?
B: No, you ............... . I'll go by taxi.
2 AIYOU ..oveeinsnnns fc}rgel m pay the bills today.
B: I've alread*,r dﬂﬂe it.
6 A:You . . lose the money | gave you.
B: I'l put itin a safe plat:e
£ BT i viiieiivinitine buy a gift for Daisy's birthday:.
B: Alright. I'll just send a card.
8 A: Shall we take a picnic with us on Saturday?
Bz NG, WB- i . We're going to eat

at a restaurant.

IN OTHER WORDS

Study these examples. The second sentence
has a similar meaning to the first sentence.

1 Parking your car in this area is forbidden.
must You must not park your car in this area.
2 Itisn't necessary to buy any meat. We've got plenty.
needn’t You needn’t buy any meat. We've got
plenty.
You don't have to buy any meat. We've
got plenty.
3 Is it necessary for you to call him?
have Do you have to call him?

have

Complete each sentence with two to
five words including the word in bold.

)

1 Itisn’t necessary to wait for us.
have You ...don't have to wait... for us.
2 Taking pictures inside the museum is forbidden.

must WOUL oiiinmvrismsssssiimidiishineg .. inside
the museum.
3 Is it necessary for you to leave so early?
have Do ... . 50 early?
4 ltisn't necessan_.r tu gﬂ I:::yr taxl I II gwe y-:ru a lift.
needn't You ... .. by taxi.
I'll give you a Ilft
5 Keeping pets in the building is forbidden.
must |5 : . in the building.
6 Itisn't necessary to water the flmwers
have WO covtusvingin aaimanni ..... the flowers.
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Peter can read but his sister, Mrs Turner could play tennis before Rachel was able to reach the

Rose, can'. she had the accident. top of the mountain.

% Can expresses ability and can't expresses lack of ability in the present.

é

L 4

e.g. Kate can speak a foreign language. Tim can't play the piano.

Could expresses general ability in the past.
e.g. Alan could sing very well when he was young. (But now he can't.)

Was/Were able to (managed to do) expresses ability that we had in the past in a particular situation. It shows that
someone did something, but with effort.

e.g. It was a very difficult test, but Meryl was able to answer all the questions. (She managed to answer all the
questions.)

Couldn’t expresses lack of ability in the past, either generally or in a particular situation.
e.g. My little brother couldn't ride a bicycle when he was two. (Generally, not in a particular situation.)

Helen tried but she couldn’t open the door. (She didn’'t manage to open the door — lack of ability in a particular situation)
We use could (not was/were-able-te) with the verbs see, hear, feel, smell, taste, understand, remember, guess, etc.
e.g. Marian could feel that something was wrong the moment she enfered the room. (NOT: Masas-was-able-te-fealthat—.)

Can has only present and past tenses. We use be able to to form all the other tenses (future simple, present
perfect, etc.).
e.g. [ hope I'll be able to take you out to dinner next week.

Look at the prompts given and, in pairs, Fill in the gaps with can/can’l,
make sentences, as in the example. could/couldn’t or was/were able to.

SA: They can't enfoy much peace and quiet now. 1 When | arrived, | ...could... see a few people waitin
S8: When the children grow up, they'll be able to for the train.
enjoy some peace and quiet. 2 After saving their money for ten years, they .........
.. buy a house
3 Samand Beth ......................... speak ltalian fluently
NOW can't they‘?
* enjoy much peace and quiet 4 i AR .. you tie your shoelaces wher

ynu were mur yaars nld‘?
5 It was a very tricky question, but Paul ...................

® go out in the evenings
* do lots of sports

e visit their friends answer It.
often B |l . hear what they were sayinc
. I::ec:ause the music was too loud.
-
g0 _'h:- tha theatro with 7 Although it was difficult, the children ...........
their friends

build a tree house.
B. SUBAN i come to the phone. She's bus)



Fill in the gaps with could, couldn't or was = , T !
it T Con - L{EUIL’L

[[:El'lui'.:'!siL b, ke tLL‘L'Lki b ELLLL};ILL )
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| was walking in the woods one evening when ::-,q-w—-
Eﬂn’lﬁihiﬂg terﬁble haﬂpEnEd1 IEIiﬂpEd Elﬂd fE‘H dﬂwn a WE alsﬂ use can a“d m_uld tu._
hill into a stream. It was quite dark and | 1) ...couldn't...
see very well. | called for help but no one 2) ............ @ ask for permission. Could is more formal and
.. hear me. | had hurt my ankle and | polite than can.
3) i Walk very easily, but | tried. :
After some time, | 4) .......................... start going up
the hill again.

It was late and | was cold and wet. | wanted to go
home, but it was too far to walk. It took me a long
time, but eventually | reached the edge of the woods.
There was a house there, S0 15) .cceeeeervvvvveneecienee call
my father. He came in the car and took me home.
The following day, the doctor came and examined
my ankle. | had to stay in bed for two days. It was a

week before | 6) ....................... walk properly again.
@ Choose the correct answer.
1 |...A... understand what he was saying because he
was speaking Spanish. _ _
A couldn't B can't C can e Could you find these
2 Steven ........... walk when he was one year old. ngm mepp!ease'? ] people's phone
A can't B can C could : ' numbers, please?
3 The door was locked so | ............ go inside.

A willbe ableto B wasn't ableto € can

| We can/could
4 We... ... go out for a meal since we bought the car. ) o visit the museum

A has been able to B haven't been able to 4 4 | = tomorrow morning.
C can

5 When | am older, | ............. live by mysaelf.
A can’t B have been able to

C will be able to

6 I............ run faster than my brother now.
A will be ableto B could C can
7 Jenny ............. type since she went to college. @ What do can and could express in each
A has beenableto B can C can't sentence?
8 I......... hear you very well. Please speak Ilﬂuder. 1 We can watch the new show on TV. (suggestion)
A am able to B can C cant 2 It was cold last Saturday so we couldn’t go on a
9 We arrived at the shop just as it was closing, so we PIGAIC, | | |
. do our shopping. 3 Can | go camping with my friends at the weekend?
A areableto B ¢an C couldn't 4 If you are not feeling well, you could stay at home.
5 Could you shut the window, please?
10 My brother ............. drive yet. He's too young. 6 Could | speak to you for a moment, please?
A can B can't C couldn't 7 Can you call Greg and tell him I'll be late?
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# We use can to give permission.
e.g. You can sit here.

® We use can't to refuse permission.
e.g. You can't use this computer.

Look at the pictures and make sentences
using can or can'l.

e.g. You can't take photographs here.

® O [

take smoke
photographs

-

oy
ITI.I‘-'I-'I-;I:I ELIEENT &
cross the ride a have
road bicycle coffee

Fill in the gaps with can, can’t or could.
Then, say what they express in each
sentence.

1 A: Mum, ...can... | go on holiday with my friends
this year? (asking for permission)

B: I'm afraid you ........ccecerinnvnne . You're too young.

2 A: Sir, | need to leave work early tonight, if that's
possible.

B YO s leave early if you finish all

your work first.

3 A: My mum always said that | was a clever child.
B: What do you mean?
AWl Linannna . read and write when | was
four years old.
4 A: It's raining, sowe ........ ..... QO out tonight.
B: Well, we'll stay in then.
A: But, | want to do sc:rnathing nice. I'm bored.
B: We....... .. play chess.
5 A Emuse rne'?
B: Yes.
AL ssisnsasan you tell me the time, please?
B: Yes, it's almost two o'clock.

What skills do you have?

Well, | .................... use computers and | .............
speak two foreign languages.

What shall we buy Mum for her birthday?

) T . get a big box of chocolates.
It's hot in here. ... ..... you open the win-
dow, please?

Of course.

I'm going to the shops. | won't be long.

Alright.

Do you want anything?

Yes. .................... you get me a magazine?

[
xrmm »D> OF

NMuost = Cen i
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They must be lost. They can't be at home.

% We use must for positive logical assumptions.
e.g. Jason must be at work. (I'm sure Jason is at
work.)

# We use can't for negative logical assumptions.
e.g. Sam can't know about this. (I'm sure Sam
doesn't know about this. NOT: Sam-mustat

Hrow-abeutths:)
@ Fill in the gaps with must or can't.
1 A: Wow! Look at that man in the beautiful car.
B: Yes, he ...must... be very rich.
2 A | passed my exam!
B: Congratulations. You .................. be very happy.
3 A: Aunt Sheila’s dog died.
B: Ohno.She ..........ceeeenne be very sad.
4 A: That woman always wears smart clothes and
lots of jewellery.
B: | know. She .......... .. be poor.
5 A: I've been working all day without a break.
B: Sit down, you .. . be really tired.
6 A: I've finished lrdymg my room. Im ready to leave
Nnow.
B YO coimcimmnmmansss be ready so soon! You only

started ten minutes ago!



Correct the mistakes.

You can go out until you finish eating.

Dad, must | borrow the car, please?

| haven't be able to write the letter yet.

He can't run long distances when he was a boy.

o b W =

He drives a Porsche. He must be poor.

@sion Box

Fill in the gaps with the present simple,

present continuous, past simple, present

perfect, future simple or be going to.

&)

i *"'."'.:'I.‘:T:J.,th': oy Fas _ 'i;-‘l'q' W
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Charles Maxwell 1) ...works... (work) in a bank in the
centre of London. Atthe momenthe 2) ........................
..---.. (lOOK) for a new house. He 3) ...............

................... (live) with his parents all of his life but now

:-;1" : ii- _'_,1 *i .

he 4) . .. (want) to move because he
B) cieierrirnrer e nnssnneeeseeeenneenenee (AECIAE) 10 get married.

Sofar, heB) ................................ (look) at ten houses,

¥ F | g R R e .. (not/like) any of
mem.He B) s (see) another one later
today. He thinks he 9) ...............ceee..... (likE) it because
he 10) .. .. (already/see) a

phntngraph l‘.}f it and it 11} .................... (be) beautiful.
Good luck, Charles!

You mustn't wake up early tomorrow. It's a holiday.

Y tivity
Alan Roland has just become the director of the com-
pany he works for. Look at the information below and

talk about the changes in Alan’s life, using the modal
verbs in the list.

has to - will have to - needn’t/doesn’t have to -

can - will be able to - won't be able to
e.g. Alan has to go to work earlier now.

€

r 3

Alan Mary (wife)

Rick and Kate
(children)

go to work earlier now

drive to work (a chauffeur picks him up)

work overtime sometimes now

send the children to a better school next year
Mary not work any more (they have enough
money)

¢ move to a bigger house next month

* take a family holiday this year (Alan has too much
work)

ANRITIN &~

Activity

Look at your notes from the Oral Activity and
complete the letter that Alan has sent to his friend.

Dear Keith,

I'm writing to tell you that | got a promotion last
month. | am the director of the company now, so our
life has changed in a number of ways.

To begin with, | have to go to work earlier. ............

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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